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SUBJECT: WEEKLY LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

REP: STATE 40534 

1 . IN PARA IV OP REFTEL THE STATE DEPARTMENT IS REPORTED TO HAVE 
SENT A DRAFT FY-78 SECURITY ASSISTANCE AUTHORIZATION BILL TO 0MB. 
ACCORDING TO THE SAME PARA, " STATE, AID AND DEPENSE HAVE 
CONSIDERED A NUMBER OF AMENDMENTS TO THE EXISTING LAW, BUT DECIDED 
AGAINST PROPOSING ANY SIGNIPICANT POLICY CHANGES SINCE THE 
ADMINISTRATION'S SECURITY ASSISTANCE AND ARMS EXPORT POLICY 

IS STILL BEING DEVELOPED." 

2. THE DECISION LEAVES UNCLEAR WHAT DEPARTMENT CONSIDERS TO 

BE "SIGNIFICANT POLICY CHANGES." PARTICULARY, WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
KNOWING WHETHER THERE ARE ANY CHANGES APFECTING THE FUTURE OF 
MILITARY GROUPS IN LATIN AMERICA. IN NSDM 342, PRESIDENT FORD 
DIRECTED STATE AND DEFENSE TO PREPARE LEGISLATION TO - INTER ALIA 
- INCREASE THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OP MILITARY PERSONNEL ASSIGNED 
TO AMBASSADORS FOR SECURITY ASSISTANCE MATTERS PROM THREE TO SIX. 

IS THIS CHANGE INCORPORATED IN PRESENT LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS? 

3. IN MAKING THIS INQUIRY, WE ARE INFLUENCED BY FACT THAT AS WE 
UNDERSTAND IT, SANTIAGO MILGP WILL HAVE TO BE REPLACED BY A 
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PAGE 02 SANTIA 01581 281623Z 

SMALL OFFICE OP DEFENSE COORDINATION ON THE AMBASSADOR'S STAFF, 

BY SEPTEMBER 30, 1977. WE ARE ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN PLANNING POR 
STAFF REDUCTION, BUT NEED TO KNOW WHETHER WE SHOULD PLAN ON BASIS 
OF THREE OR SIX RESIDUAL MILITARY PERSONNEL. 
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